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This is an excellent study and is a clear analysis of the financial 
history of the country during this period. An extensive bibliography 
is included. 

Edwin Bates. 

Kino's Historical Memoir of Pimerla Alta. A contemporary account 
of the Beginnings of California, Sonora, and Arizona, by Father 
Eusebio Francisco Kino, S. J., Pioneer Missionary, Explorer, Cartog- 
rapher, and Ranchman, 1683-1711. Published for the first time 
from the original manuscript in the Archives of Mexico; translated 
into English, edited and annotated, by Herbert Eugene Bolton, 
Ph.D., Professor of American History and Curator of the Bancroft 
Library, University of Calif ornia. 2 vols. (Cleveland : The Arthur 
H. Clark Company, 1919. Map. Illustrations. Index. $10.00.) 

What was accomplished for the history of early northern exploration 
in territory now a part of the United States by the publication of the 
Lewis and Clark manuscripts by Dr. Thwaites has been accomplished 
for the history of the exploration and settlement of part of our own 
southwest by Dr. Bolton in his publication of Kino's lost manuscript. 
The putting into type of the latter is in a way even more striking than 
was the former, for, as its editor aptly says, "the publication of this 
long lost manuscript puts on a new basis the early history of a large 
part of our Southwest". It is only now that the world is able to 
perceive what it owes to Kino, Jesuit, missionary, church builder, 
explorer, cartographer, and ranchman. 

These two volumes, while appearing as an entity in themselves, 
form volumes III and IV of a series entitled "Spain in the West". 
The first two volumes, namely Athanase de Mezieres and the Louisiana- 
Texas Frontier, 1768-1780, were also translated, annotated, and edited 
by Dr. Bolton, and published by the Arthur H. Clark Company, in 
1914. Like those two volumes, the Kino is given a dignified and 
attractive format and exterior quite in keeping with its character, 
which the historical public has learned to expect from the publications 
of the house abovementioned. 

Dr. Bolton had the good fortune to discover Kino's manuscript in the 
Archivp General y Publico of Mexico after it had lain untouched for a 
century and a half. By its discovery, he has been able to prove beyond 
all question that Venegas, Ortega, and Alegre all know of this work and 
used it in their own volumes. The complete title of the work is 
"Favores Celestiales de Iesus y de Maria Ssma. y del gloriosissimo 
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Apostol de las Yndias S. Francisco Xavier experimentados en las nuevas 
Conversiones del nuevo Reino de la Nuevo Navarra desta America 
Septentrional yncognita, y Passo por Tierra a la California en 35 grados 
de Altura con su nuevo Mapa cosmografico de estas nuevas y dilitadas 
Tierras que hasta Aora havian sido yncognitas, dedicados a la El. 
Magd. de Felipo. V. mui Catolico y gran Monarca de las Espafias, y de 
las Yndias". The translation of the manuscript was made by Miss 
Elizabeth Howard West and the editor. In publishing the translation, 
the form of the original was adhered to as strictly as possible, and any 
changes made were those indispensable editorial changes that the best 
critical historical usage has sanctioned. 

In his introduction to the text, Dr. Bolton has produced an excellent 
historical essay which the reader wishes were longer. Here he dis- 
cusses the name and family of Kino, his early training, his mission work 
in Lower California, his explorations and other labors in Pimerfa Alta, 
and his death. He reveals Kino as a very human individual, an inde- 
fatigable worker, unsparing of himself, tender toward others, enthu- 
siastic in his work, whether in the saving of souls, in the administration 
of the mission, in the business of ranching, which he undertook so that 
his converts and others might have food, or in his explorations, as 
untiring in the saddle as any cowboy ever was, a good friend — in short 
one of those men whom it is the good fortune of the world to breed up 
every now and then, so that he may become an inspiration to later 
generations. He was able to do a great many things and to do them all 
well, for he had in great measure an original mind that did not balk at 
obstacles. The Jesuit order has a right to be proud of him. 

Kino, whose name was properly Chino and not Kuhn, was of Italian, 
and not German origin as many have conjectured, but his early educa- 
tion and training were German. In connection with his name, an inter- 
esting communication was published not long ago in a number of the 
Catholic Historical Review, which should be read by all interested in 
Kino and his work. 

Kino was assigned to Pimerfa Alta in 1687, of which what is now 
northern Arizona formed a part. There he founded many missions and 
made those explorations that must forever establish him as one of the 
pioneer makers of America (the word is used in its broadest sense). 
He first of all, as Dr. Bolton notes, mapped Pimerfa Alta on the basis 
of actual exploration. He first of white men saw the Gila River since 
the men of the Onate expedition in 1605. One of the most striking 
accomplishments of this man was the adducing of proof of the penin- 
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sularity of California. That California was a peninsula was known to 
the Spaniards two centuries before Kino, but the belief had arisen that 
it was no peninsula but an island — and this has been one of the great 
hoaxes of geographers which was copied from generation to generation 
in the maps, the error persisting in many maps even long after Kino's 
time. Kino has left this evidence in his map of 1701, which so far as 
known was first published in 1705. Of his discovery of the peninsularity 
of California Dr. Bolton says: 

After 1699, aside from his search for souls in the Pimeria, Kino's most absorb- 
ing quest was made in search of a land route to California. Since the days of 
Cortes and Cabrillo many views had been held regarding the geography of Cali- 
fornia, some regarding it as a peninsula and others as an island. Kino had been 
taught by Father Aygentler, in the University of Ingolstadt, that it was a penin- 
sula, and had come to America firm in this belief; but in deference to current 
opinion, and as a result of certain observations of his own, he had given up the 
notion, and as late as 1698 he wrote of California as "the largest island of the 
world". But during the journey of 1699 to the Gila occurred an incident that 
caused him to turn again to the peninsular theory. It was the gift, when 
near the Yuma junction, of certain blue shells, such as he had seen in 1685 on the 
Pacific coast of the Peninsula of California, and there only. If the shells had 
come to the Yumas from the South Sea, he reasoned, must there not be land 
connection with California and the Ocean, by way of the Yuma country? Kino 
now ceased his work on the boat he was building at Caborca and Dolores for the 
navigation on the Gulf, and directed his efforts to learning more about the source 
of the blue shells. For this purpose he made a journey in 1700 to San Xavier del 
Bac. Thither he called the Indians from all the villages for hundreds of miles 
around, and in "long talks" at night he learned that only from the South Sea 
could the blue shells be had. 

This assurance was the inspiration of his remaining journeys. In the 
same year, 1700, he for the first time reached the Yuma junction, and learned that 
he was above the head of the Gulf, which greatly strengthened his belief in the 
peninsular theory. In the next year he returned to the same point by way of the 
Camino del Diablo, passed some distance down the Colorado, and crossed over 
to the California side, towed on a raft by Indians and sitting in a basket. Finally, 
in 1702, his triumph came, for he again returned to the Yuma junction, descended 
the Colorado to the Gulf, and saw the sun rise over its head. He was now satis- 
fied that he had demonstrated the feasibility of a land passage to California and 
had disproved the idea that California was an island. 

The map was first published in Lettres Edifiantes, edition of Paris, 
1705, vol. V., and in the same year also in the Memoire de Trevoux. 

The editor includes in his essay a list of Kino's writings in which to the 
titles already known he has been able to add an even longer list of titles 
of writings which were incorporated in Kino's manuscript, as well as 
other titles of writings which he found in the Mexican archives. To the 
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ten titles that had been known, Dr. Bolton adds 24 new titles — a notable 
achievement. 

Kino's work itself is full of interest and of valuable information in 
many directions, not the least being his remarks on the Indians of the 
regions through which he passed. Kino was always observant and let slip 
no detail that would be useful to him in his work. His descriptions and 
geographical notes are of the highest order; and for the historian of the 
missions his chapters giving details of his spiritual work are of the 
utmost value. Finally, for the beginning of the civilized history of a 
portion of our own southwest, the narrative has a peculiar value, and 
students must have recourse to Kino for the complete understanding 
and interpretation of the history of the southwest. 

In his essay, the editor speaks (p. 61) of the "untamed savages", 
which is a looseness of speech common among historians in connection 
with American aborigines. No Indians of this continent can be accu- 
rately described as "savages", but they were "barbarians", a very 
different thing from savages, and belonged to a higher culture than do 
savages. Outside of this common error, the reviewer has found no 
slips. The editorial notes are excellent and add to the information of 
the narrative. 

The first volume contains a good reproduction of Kino's map of 
Pimerfa Alta, which is reproduced from the Memoire de Tr6voux, a 
later version of the same map reproduced from a manuscript in the 
Archivo de Indias, Seville ; a map by Kino of the part of Lower Califor- 
nia where Kino and Atondo labored, 1683-1685; and a plan of the 
settlement at San Bruno, 1683. The second volume contains a present- 
day view of the mission of San Zavier del Bac, which was founded by 
Kino in 1700; a facsimile of the title page of Picolo's Informe (1702); 
and a map of Pimerfa Alta, 1687-1711, compiled by the editor from 
Kino 's Memoir and other contemporary sources. As a whole the work has 
been well done, and Dr. Bolton deserves the thanks of students for 
making available another prime source of American history. 

James Alexander Robertson. 

Cartas Historicas del Peril. Primera Serie y Segunda Serie. Reco- 
pilada y anotada por -Juan Pedro Paz-Soldan. (Lima: Librerfa 
e Imprenta Gil, 1920 and 1921. 2 vols. pp. 426 and 452.) 

These two volumes constitute one of the most important biblio- 
graphical achievements relating to the struggles of Peru for independence. 
The editor of these letters is a well-known historical investigator, author 



